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Respecled Siv/Madam,

It is our immense pleasure Lo welcome all the distinguished
participants lo the 1CSSR. New Delhi-sponsored Two-Day Nalional
Seminar on “Agricultural Transformation and Rural Development
in India: Issues, Challenges and Possibilities” organized by the
Department of Economics and IQAC on uth and 1zth March 2025 at
Dr. Patangrao Kadam Mahavidyalaya. Ramanandnagar (Burli).

About Rayat Shikshan Sanstha |‘i

Rayal Shikshan Sanstha is one of the largesl and leading

India. founded by the eminent

educationalist and social reformer, Padmabhushan Karmaveer Dr.

educational inslilules in
Bhaurao Palil in the vear 1919 al village Kale in Karad Iehsil. The
sanstha has contribuled immenscly 1o educale the masscs in
Maharashira. Al presendl, il runs 36 pre-primary schools. 51 primary
school, 438 secondary schools. 42 colleges, o7 Training colleges, 90
Hostels, 08 Ashramshalas, 06 Industrial Training institutes, 035
regional offices and 39 other branches. Besides 06 Colleges of
sanstha have got the autonomous status and 22 colleges were
accrediled with *A++" A+ and “A” grade by NAAC.

About Institute

Dr. Patangrao Kadam Mahavidyalaya, Ramanandnagar (Burli)

was established in June 1968. It is a branch of bountiful banyan tree of

Rayal Shikshan Sanstha, Satara. The college has been reaccredited
wilh "A++" grade with 3.53 CGPA by NAAC. Bengaluru. IL is located on
Southern Central Railway track at Kirloskarwadi. A well-known
Kirloskar Brothers Lid. Industry and international EBARA pump
industry have been localed near college campus. Students [rom
farmers and workers communily are laking advantage ol educational
facility. We feel proud of ourselves by offering our students excellent
education and strive W provide an inspiring environment W
encourage them by organizing seminars. projects. compelilive
examinalions, youlh festival, sports. etc. Highly qualified and devoled
Faculty is our strength.

| About Department -

4

The Department of Economics has been established in the year
of 1968. The department have been running graduale courses in B.A.
amnd B. Com. in the jurisdiction of Shivaji University. Kolhapur. The

department has well qualified and experienced staff.

About Seminz

Agriculture is pivotal to India’s economy, employing nearly half of the
worklorce and ensuring national food security, even as urbanization trends reduce
the rural population to approximately 70%. Mahatma Gandhi’s belief that “the future
of India lies in its villages” underscores the importance of rural development.
Despite its significance, agrieulture faces numerous challenges, including inadequate
public investment, underdeveloped supply chains, rising input cosats, and
diminishing farm sizes, which exacerbate poverty and inequality. This seminar aims
to explore the multifaceted issues surrounding agricultural transtormation and rural
development in India. It will address critical themes such as the role of both farm
and non-farm sectors in the rural economy, sustainable agricultural practices, food
security, and the socio-economic impacts of agricultural changes. Key discussions
will include the effects of climate change, migration patterns, market access issues,
and the financial challenges faced by farmers, particularly small and marginal
producers. Additionally, the seminar will evaluare government policies, cash support
schemes, and the participation of the private sector in agricultural development. By
fostering collaboration among stakeholders, the seminar seeks o generate
innovative solutions that enhanece agricultural viability and promote sustainable
livelihoods in rural communities. Ultimately, the discussions aim to align
agricultural transformation efforts with broader sustainable development goals
(8DGs) to secure a more resilient future for India’s villages and their inhabitants.

Sub Themes

1. Contribution of farm and non-farm sector in rural economy

2. Agricultural Transformation for employment and growth

3. Sustainable rural development and its dimensions

4. Nutrition and food security

6. Agricultural transformation and sustainable development goals (SDGs)
6. Agriculture transformation and rural infrastructure development

7. Land ownership, cropping pattern, land utilization, agriculiure production
and productivity

8. Agriculture transformation and its socio-economic impact

9. Agriculture transtormation and migration

10. Climate change and its impact on agriculture

11. Agriculture marketing related issues in rural areas

12. Agriculture infrastructural issues

13. Agriculture finance related issues

14. Agriculture and food security attainment at rural level

15. Agriculture labour problems

16. Farmer's distress and cash support schemes and their Eftectiveness
17. Doubling tarmer’s income policies and agricultural viability

18. NABARD and financial inelusion policies for farmers

19. Agricultural pricing and insurance policy

20. Participation of private gsector in agricultural development

21. Marketing policy: co-operative marketing and other polices of state
Governments

22, Landless agriculture workers: Role of employment guarantee programmes
23, Integrated value chain and exports of food produects

24, Agra-processing based entrepreneurship development

25. Food processing start-ups

26. 8kills and training for promotion of food processing in rural areas

27. Youth participation in agri-business activities

28, Marginal farms and sustainable livelihoods

29, Environmental and ecological aspect of mountain agriculture

Call for Papers

Ser papers are invited from academiciang, research seho]r,"social
activists, administrators and students on any sub-themes or related topics.
Paper can be submitted on the main theme in general too. The paper
presenters may select the related topics covered under the main theme and
sub-themes. All papers will be published in reputed Peer Reviewed journal
with [SBN.

Guidelines for paper submission:

Researchers are accepted to apply research slill and use appropriate
research methodology. It is necessary that every paper is conlined to the
thematic area or the sub-themes of the seminar. Co-authors will have to pay
registration fee separately.

Following guideline should be apply for papers,
Font - MS-Word: For English Times New Roman, 12 font size with 1.5 line
spacing.
For Marathi: Google Input Font, 14 Font size with 1.5 line spacing.
Maximuim length of the paper including abstract - 2500 Words. The last date
of full length paper submission with abstract is 5th March, 2025.
Submission Details:

All researchers should send their full length paper with abstract and
attached registration proof on the E-mail ID - economicsrnagar@gmail.com

Registration Details

Participants Only Registration fees Publication Fees
Academicians Rs. 200/ Rs. 300/
Research Scholars Rs. 200/ Rs. 300/
Swudents Rs. 100/ Rs. 300/

Scan for Online Registration can for Online Payment

Join WhatsApp Group
https://chat.whatsapp.com/GSoCz2a3YafDDDv]PoegMPu

How to Reach Ramanandnagar (Burli)

By I'rain
Kirloskarwadi railway siation is away 5 minutes walking disiance from the college.
Availability of Trains: Mumbai - Pune - Kirloskarwadi - Miraj route.
By Bus

Urun Islampur, Karad these places are situated on Pune - Bengalore national
highway. Sangli, Tasgoan, Ashia are the places nearby (o Ramanandnagar and having
road connectivity.
By Air

Kolhapur and Pune airporis are available. From Pune and Kolhapur travel by road.
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Department of Economics '

Dt. 14™ March, 2025
Report of
ICSSR New Delhi Sponsored Two Day National Seminar on
“Agricultural Transformation and Rural Development in India:

Issues, Challenges and Possibilities”
Agriculture is pivotal to India’s economy, employing nearly half of the workforce and

ensuring national food security, even as urbanization trends reduce the rural population to
approximately 70%. Mahatma Gandhi’s belief that “the future of India lies in its villages”
underscores the importance of rural development. Despite its significance, agriculture faces
numerous challenges, including inadequate public investment, underdeveloped supply chains,
rising input costs, and diminishing farm sizes, which exacerbate poverty and inequality. For
the explore the multifaceted issues surrounding agricultural transformation and rural
development in India and it will address critical themes such as the role of both farm and non-
farm sectors in the rural economy, sustainable agricultural practices, food security, and the
socio-economic impacts of agricultural changes department of economics organized ICSSR
New Delhi Sponsored Two Day National seminar entitled “Agricultural Transformation and
Rural Development in India: Issues, Challenges and Possibilities” on 12" 13™ March, 2025
collaboration with IQAC.

In the keynote address Prof. Dr. V. B. Jugale emphasized the need for a paradigm shift
in Indian agriculture, moving from traditional practices to modern, technology-driven, and
sustainable farming methods. He highlighted the importance of integrating scientific
advancements, such as precision agriculture, biotechnology, and digital tools, to enhance
productivity and efficiency. He identified key challenges, including fragmented landholdings,
inadequate access to credit and markets, climate change impacts, and the lack of
infrastructure. These issues, he argued, hinder the growth of rural economies and perpetuate
poverty. Also Prof. Dr. V. B. Jugale stressed the importance of policy reforms to support

small and marginal farmers. He called for better implementation of government schemes,

improved access to institutional credit, and-t romotion of farmer-producer organizations
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importance of inclusive growth to ensure that the benefits of transformation reach all sections
of society.

The first technical session of the National Seminar chaired by Prof. Dr. S. B. Akash,
from the Rani Channamma University, Belgavi and he focused on the critical topic of
Agricultural Transformation and Pricing Policy. Prof. Dr. S. B. Akash opened the session by
emphasizing the significance of fair and transparent pricing policies in ensuring farmers'
income security. He highlighted how pricing mechanisms influence crop choices, market
dynamics, and overall agricultural productivity. The volatility of market prices and the lack of
effective price stabilization mechanisms were identified as major challenges affecting farmers'
incomes. Strengthening agricultural markets through the implementation of the e-NAM
(National Agricultural Market) platform and promoting direct farmer-consumer linkages were
discussed. The session highlighted the potential of digital tools and data analytics in
improving price discovery and transparency.

The second technical session led by Dr. N. D. Gawali from D. A. V. Velankar College
of Commerce, Solapur and he focused on the topic Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
and Rural Development. Dr. Gawali began by outlining the interconnectedness of the SDGs
with rural development and he emphasized that rural areas are central to achieving goals such
as No Poverty, Zero Hunger, Clean Water and Sanitation, and Decent Work and Economic
Growth. Despite being an agricultural powerhouse, India faces challenges in ensuring food
security and nutrition due to inefficiencies in distribution and access. Unsustainable
agricultural practices and climate change pose threats to SDG 13 (Climate Action) and SDG
15 (Life on Land). Inadequate rural infrastructure, including healthcare, education, and
sanitation, affects the achievement of multiple SDGs. He discussed the potential of
sustainable farming practices, agro ecology, and climate-resilient crops to contribute to Zero
Hunger, Climate Action, and Life on Land. Government Schemes like MGNREGA, Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana, and National Rural Livelihood Mission were discussed as critical tools
for poverty alleviation and rural development.

The third technical session led by Prin. Dr. Yojana Jugale and she focused on the topic
Marketing Policies of State and Central Government. Prin. Dr. Yojana Jugale began by
emphasizing the critical role of marketing policies in ensuring fair prices for farmers,
reducing post-harvest losses, and improving market access. She highlighted how effective
marketing systems can bridge the gap between producers and consumers, benefiting both
farmers and the economy. The lack of integrated markets and the dominance of intermediaries
were identified as major issues affecting farmers' income. Poor storage facilities,

transportation, and cold chain 1@?_@@?@@%{?&1 to significant post-harvest losses.
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accessing larger markets due to information asymmetry and logistical barriers. The session
highlighted the potential of e-NAM (National Agricultural Market) in creating a unified
national market for agricultural commodities, enabling transparent price discovery and
reducing intermediaries. Lastly Prin. Dr. Yojana Jugale highlighted the need for policy
reforms, infrastructure development, and the adoption of technology to create a robust and
farmer-friendly marketing ecosystem.

In the research paper reading session nearly 48 research papers read by the
researchers, Academicians and Professionals.

The fourth technical session chaired by Dr. R. J. Patil from Rani Parvatidevi Arts and
Commerce College, Belgavi and she discussed on the topic Development of Agro-Processing
Entrepreneurship. Dr. Patil began with highlighting the significance of agro-processing in
reducing post-harvest losses, increasing farmers' income, and creating employment
opportunities in rural areas. He emphasized that agro-processing is a critical link between
agriculture and industry, contributing to the overall development of the rural economy.
Inadequate cold storage, warehousing, and processing facilities were identified as major
bottlenecks. Limited access to credit and high capital requirements hinder the growth of agro-
processing enterprises. The lack of technical knowledge and entrepreneurial skills among
rural populations limits the development of agro-processing units. Weak market connections
and limited access to larger markets affect the profitability of agro-processing ventures.
Complex regulations and licensing processes create barriers for small and medium
enterprises. The discussions provided actionable insights for stakeholders to promote agro-
processing as a driver of rural economic growth.

The valedictory function of the National Seminar chaired by Dr. A. K. Patil and
discussed the topic of Development of Agricultural Labour Problems. Dr. Patil began by
emphasizing the crucial role of agricultural laborers in India's farming sector. He highlighted
that despite their significant contribution to food production and rural economies, agricultural
laborers often face poor working conditions, low wages, and limited social security.
Agricultural laborers often earn low wages, which are insufficient to meet their basic needs.
The absence of healthcare, insurance, and pension schemes leaves laborers vulnerable to
economic shocks. Dependence on seasonal work leads to income uncertainty and
underemployment. Many laborers migrate to other regions for work, where they face
exploitation and poor living conditions. Women laborers often face wage discrimination and
additional burdens of unpaid domestic work. Dr. Patil discussed how agricultural

transformation, including mechamzatlonfa-grm;'hggloglcal advancements, has led to reduced
\)
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policies, agro-processing, rural infrastructure, and sustainable development to achieve
agricultural transformation and rural development. The valedictory function concluded with a
call for holistic and inclusive approaches to address the challenges faced by agricultural
labourers and the need for policy reforms, social security measures, skill development, and
community empowerment to improve the livelihoods of agricultural labourers and ensure
their participation in India's agricultural transformation.

Finally two day national seminar is over the vote of thanks of convener of the seminar

Dr. Amol Kamble.
f Outcomes of the seminar: \

1. Participants were got the knowledge of agriculture transformation.

2. Participants were got knowledge about food security and its related issues.

3. Participants realize connection between agriculture and rural development.

\ 4. Participants aware about possibilities in agriculture sector.

Beneficiaries:

261

[ Photo Gallery ]







[ Participants of the seminar ]

Prof. Dr. A. K. Patil from Karad put on his remark about seminar in
Valedictory Session
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‘Education through self-help is our motto’- Karmaveer

Rayat Shikshan Sanstha’s
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Department of Economics & 1QAC
Organized
ICSSR, New Delhi Sponsored
Two Day National Seminar on
“Agricultural Transformation and Rural Development in India:

Issues, Challenges and Possibilities”
March 11" & 12%, 2025
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