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ICSSR New Delhi Sponsored Two
“Agricultural Transformation and Rural Development in India: 

Issues, Challenges and Possibilities”
Agriculture is pivotal to India’s economy, employing nearly half of the workforce and 

ensuring national food security, even as urban

approximately 70%. Mahatma Gandhi’s belief that “the future of India lies in its villages” 

underscores the importance of rural development. Despite its significance, agriculture faces 

numerous challenges, inclu

rising input costs, and diminishing farm sizes, which exacerbate poverty and inequality.

the explore the multifaceted issues surrounding agricultural transformation

development in India and it will address critical themes such as the role of both farm and non

farm sectors in the rural economy, sustainable agricultural practices, food security, and the 

socio-economic impacts of agricultural changes

New Delhi Sponsored Two Day National seminar 

Rural Development in India: Issues, Challenges and Possibilities”

collaboration with IQAC.   

 In the keynote address Prof. 

in Indian agriculture, moving from traditional practices to modern, technology

sustainable farming methods. He highlighted the importance of integrating scientific 

advancements, such as precision 

productivity and efficiency.

inadequate access to credit and markets, climate change impacts, and the lack of 

infrastructure. These issues, he argued, hinder the growth of rural economies and perpetuate 

poverty. Also Prof. Dr. V. B. 

small and marginal farmers. He called for better implementation of government schemes, 

improved access to institutional credit, and the promotion of farmer

(FPOs) to empower rural communities.

conservation, and the use of renewable energy in agriculture.
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Report of 

ICSSR New Delhi Sponsored Two Day National Seminar on 
“Agricultural Transformation and Rural Development in India: 

Issues, Challenges and Possibilities”
Agriculture is pivotal to India’s economy, employing nearly half of the workforce and 

ensuring national food security, even as urbanization trends reduce the rural population to 

approximately 70%. Mahatma Gandhi’s belief that “the future of India lies in its villages” 

underscores the importance of rural development. Despite its significance, agriculture faces 

numerous challenges, including inadequate public investment, underdeveloped supply chains, 

rising input costs, and diminishing farm sizes, which exacerbate poverty and inequality.

explore the multifaceted issues surrounding agricultural transformation

t will address critical themes such as the role of both farm and non

farm sectors in the rural economy, sustainable agricultural practices, food security, and the 

economic impacts of agricultural changes department of economics organize

New Delhi Sponsored Two Day National seminar entitled “Agricultural Transformation and 

Rural Development in India: Issues, Challenges and Possibilities” on 1

 

In the keynote address Prof. Dr. V. B. Jugale emphasized the need for a paradigm shift 

in Indian agriculture, moving from traditional practices to modern, technology

sustainable farming methods. He highlighted the importance of integrating scientific 

advancements, such as precision agriculture, biotechnology, and digital tools, to enhance 

productivity and efficiency. He identified key challenges, including fragmented landholdings, 

inadequate access to credit and markets, climate change impacts, and the lack of 

ssues, he argued, hinder the growth of rural economies and perpetuate 

V. B. Jugale stressed the importance of policy reforms to support 

small and marginal farmers. He called for better implementation of government schemes, 

access to institutional credit, and the promotion of farmer-producer organizations 

(FPOs) to empower rural communities. Dr. V. B. Jugale advocated for organic farming, water 

conservation, and the use of renewable energy in agriculture. He also emphasized t
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Day National Seminar on 
“Agricultural Transformation and Rural Development in India: 

Issues, Challenges and Possibilities” 
Agriculture is pivotal to India’s economy, employing nearly half of the workforce and 

ization trends reduce the rural population to 

approximately 70%. Mahatma Gandhi’s belief that “the future of India lies in its villages” 

underscores the importance of rural development. Despite its significance, agriculture faces 

ding inadequate public investment, underdeveloped supply chains, 

rising input costs, and diminishing farm sizes, which exacerbate poverty and inequality. For 

explore the multifaceted issues surrounding agricultural transformation and rural 

t will address critical themes such as the role of both farm and non-

farm sectors in the rural economy, sustainable agricultural practices, food security, and the 

department of economics organized ICSSR 

“Agricultural Transformation and 

on 12th  13th March, 2025 

Jugale emphasized the need for a paradigm shift 

in Indian agriculture, moving from traditional practices to modern, technology-driven, and 

sustainable farming methods. He highlighted the importance of integrating scientific 

agriculture, biotechnology, and digital tools, to enhance 

He identified key challenges, including fragmented landholdings, 

inadequate access to credit and markets, climate change impacts, and the lack of 

ssues, he argued, hinder the growth of rural economies and perpetuate 

Jugale stressed the importance of policy reforms to support 

small and marginal farmers. He called for better implementation of government schemes, 

producer organizations 

Jugale advocated for organic farming, water 

He also emphasized the 



 

importance of inclusive growth to ensure that the benefits of transformation reach all sections 

of society. 

The first technical session of the National Seminar

from the Rani Channamma University, Belgavi and he 

Agricultural Transformation and Pricing Policy

emphasizing the significance of fair and transparent pricing policies in ensuring farmers' 

income security. He highlighted how pricing mech

dynamics, and overall agricultural productivity.

effective price stabilization mechanisms were identified as major challenges affecting farmers' 

incomes. Strengthening ag

(National Agricultural Market) platform and promoting direct farmer

discussed. The session highlighted the potential of digital tools and data analytics in 

improving price discovery and transparency. 

The second technical session led by Dr. N. D. Gawali

of Commerce, Solapur and he

and Rural Development. Dr. Gawali began by outlining the in

with rural development and h

as No Poverty, Zero Hunger

Growth. Despite being an agricultural 

security and nutrition due to inefficiencies in distribution and access.

agricultural practices and climate change pose threats to SDG 13 (Climate Acti

15 (Life on Land). Inadequa

sanitation, affects the achievement of multiple SDGs.

sustainable farming practices, agro

Hunger, Climate Action, and Life on Land.

Mantri Awas Yojana, and National Rural Livelihood Mission were discussed as critical tools 

for poverty alleviation and rural development.

The third technical session

Marketing Policies of State and Central Government

emphasizing the critical role of marketing policies in ensuring fair prices for farmers, 

reducing post-harvest losses, and improvin

marketing systems can bridge the gap between producers and consumers, benefiting both 

farmers and the economy. The lack of integrated markets and the dominance of intermediaries 

were identified as major iss

transportation, and cold chain infrastructure lead to significant post

Fluctuating market prices and the absence of effective price stabilization mechanisms were 

discussed as persistent challenges. 
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importance of inclusive growth to ensure that the benefits of transformation reach all sections 

session of the National Seminar chaired by Prof. Dr. S. B. Akash, 

amma University, Belgavi and he focused on the critical topic of 

ansformation and Pricing Policy. Prof. Dr. S. B. Akash opened the session by 

emphasizing the significance of fair and transparent pricing policies in ensuring farmers' 

income security. He highlighted how pricing mechanisms influence crop choices, market 

dynamics, and overall agricultural productivity. The volatility of market prices and the lack of 

effective price stabilization mechanisms were identified as major challenges affecting farmers' 

Strengthening agricultural markets through the implementation of the 

(National Agricultural Market) platform and promoting direct farmer-co

The session highlighted the potential of digital tools and data analytics in 

scovery and transparency.  

The second technical session led by Dr. N. D. Gawali from D. A. V. Velankar College 

and he focused on the topic Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

and Rural Development. Dr. Gawali began by outlining the interconnectedness of 

with rural development and he emphasized that rural areas are central to achieving goals such 

No Poverty, Zero Hunger, Clean Water and Sanitation, and Decent Work and Econ

Despite being an agricultural powerhouse, India faces challenges in ensuring food 

security and nutrition due to inefficiencies in distribution and access.

agricultural practices and climate change pose threats to SDG 13 (Climate Acti

Inadequate rural infrastructure, including healthcare, education, and 

sanitation, affects the achievement of multiple SDGs. He discussed the potential of 

sustainable farming practices, agro ecology, and climate-resilient crops to contribute to 

Action, and Life on Land. Government Schemes like 

Mantri Awas Yojana, and National Rural Livelihood Mission were discussed as critical tools 

for poverty alleviation and rural development.  

The third technical session led by Prin. Dr. Yojana Jugale and she 

of State and Central Government. Prin. Dr. Yojana Jugale began by 

emphasizing the critical role of marketing policies in ensuring fair prices for farmers, 

harvest losses, and improving market access. She highlighted how effective 

marketing systems can bridge the gap between producers and consumers, benefiting both 

The lack of integrated markets and the dominance of intermediaries 

were identified as major issues affecting farmers' income. Poor storage facilities, 

transportation, and cold chain infrastructure lead to significant post

Fluctuating market prices and the absence of effective price stabilization mechanisms were 

challenges. Small and marginal farmers often face difficulties in 

importance of inclusive growth to ensure that the benefits of transformation reach all sections 

chaired by Prof. Dr. S. B. Akash, 

on the critical topic of 

Prof. Dr. S. B. Akash opened the session by 

emphasizing the significance of fair and transparent pricing policies in ensuring farmers' 

anisms influence crop choices, market 

The volatility of market prices and the lack of 

effective price stabilization mechanisms were identified as major challenges affecting farmers' 

ricultural markets through the implementation of the e-NAM 

consumer linkages were 

The session highlighted the potential of digital tools and data analytics in 

from D. A. V. Velankar College 

focused on the topic Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

terconnectedness of the SDGs 

ral to achieving goals such 

and Decent Work and Economic 

powerhouse, India faces challenges in ensuring food 

security and nutrition due to inefficiencies in distribution and access. Unsustainable 

agricultural practices and climate change pose threats to SDG 13 (Climate Action) and SDG 

te rural infrastructure, including healthcare, education, and 

He discussed the potential of 

silient crops to contribute to Zero 

like MGNREGA, Pradhan 

Mantri Awas Yojana, and National Rural Livelihood Mission were discussed as critical tools 

a Jugale and she focused on the topic 

. Dr. Yojana Jugale began by 

emphasizing the critical role of marketing policies in ensuring fair prices for farmers, 

g market access. She highlighted how effective 

marketing systems can bridge the gap between producers and consumers, benefiting both 

The lack of integrated markets and the dominance of intermediaries 

Poor storage facilities, 

transportation, and cold chain infrastructure lead to significant post-harvest losses.   

Fluctuating market prices and the absence of effective price stabilization mechanisms were 

Small and marginal farmers often face difficulties in 



 

accessing larger markets due to information asymmetry and logistical barriers.

highlighted the potential of e

national market for agricultural commodities, enabling transparent price discover

reducing intermediaries. Lastly Prin. 

reforms, infrastructure development, and the adoption of technology to create a robust and 

farmer-friendly marketing ecosystem. 

In the research paper reading session nearly 48 research papers read by the 

researchers, Academicians and 

The fourth technical session chaired 

Commerce College, Belgavi and she discussed 

Entrepreneurship. Dr. Patil began 

reducing post-harvest losses, increasing farmers' income, and creating employment 

opportunities in rural areas. He emphasized that agro

agriculture and industry, contributing to the overall development of the rural economy.

Inadequate cold storage, warehousing, and processing facilities were id

bottlenecks. Limited access to credit and high capital requirements hinder the growth o

processing enterprises. The lack of technical knowledge and entrepreneurial skills among 

rural populations limits the develop

and limited access to larger markets affect the profitabilit

Complex regulations and licensing processes create barriers for small and medium 

enterprises. The discussions provided actionable insights

processing as a driver of rural economic growth.

The valedictory function of the National Seminar 

discussed the topic of Development of Agricultural Labour Problems. Dr. Patil began by 

emphasizing the crucial role of agricultural laborers in India's farming sector. He highlighted 

that despite their significant contribution to food production and rural economies, agricultural

laborers often face poor working conditions, low wages, and limited social security.

Agricultural laborers often earn 

The absence of healthcare, insurance, and pension schemes leaves laborers 

economic shocks. Dependence on seasonal work leads to income un

underemployment. Many laborers migrate to other regions for work, where they face 

exploitation and poor living conditions. 

additional burdens of unpaid dom

transformation, including mechanization and technological advancements, has led to reduced 

demand for manual labour. While these changes improve productivity, they also 

unemployment and underemployment among agricultural laborers.

discussions from the seminar, reiterating the importance of addressing issues such as pricing 
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accessing larger markets due to information asymmetry and logistical barriers.

highlighted the potential of e-NAM (National Agricultural Market) 

arket for agricultural commodities, enabling transparent price discover

Lastly Prin. Dr. Yojana Jugale highlighted the need for policy 

reforms, infrastructure development, and the adoption of technology to create a robust and 

friendly marketing ecosystem.  

In the research paper reading session nearly 48 research papers read by the 

researchers, Academicians and Professionals. 

The fourth technical session chaired by Dr. R. J. Patil from Rani Parvatidevi Arts and 

, Belgavi and she discussed on the topic Development of A

. Dr. Patil began with highlighting the significance of agro

harvest losses, increasing farmers' income, and creating employment 

rtunities in rural areas. He emphasized that agro-processing is a critical link between 

agriculture and industry, contributing to the overall development of the rural economy.

Inadequate cold storage, warehousing, and processing facilities were id

Limited access to credit and high capital requirements hinder the growth o

The lack of technical knowledge and entrepreneurial skills among 

rural populations limits the development of agro-processing units. Weak market connections 

and limited access to larger markets affect the profitability of agro

Complex regulations and licensing processes create barriers for small and medium 

enterprises. The discussions provided actionable insights for stakeholders to promote agro

processing as a driver of rural economic growth.  

unction of the National Seminar chaired by Dr. A. K. Patil

Development of Agricultural Labour Problems. Dr. Patil began by 

emphasizing the crucial role of agricultural laborers in India's farming sector. He highlighted 

that despite their significant contribution to food production and rural economies, agricultural

laborers often face poor working conditions, low wages, and limited social security.

Agricultural laborers often earn low wages, which are insufficient to meet their basic nee

The absence of healthcare, insurance, and pension schemes leaves laborers 

Dependence on seasonal work leads to income un

Many laborers migrate to other regions for work, where they face 

on and poor living conditions. Women laborers often face wage discriminatio

additional burdens of unpaid domestic work. Dr. Patil discussed how agricultural 

transformation, including mechanization and technological advancements, has led to reduced 

r. While these changes improve productivity, they also 

unemployment and underemployment among agricultural laborers.  Dr. Patil summarized the 

discussions from the seminar, reiterating the importance of addressing issues such as pricing 

accessing larger markets due to information asymmetry and logistical barriers. The session 

 in creating a unified 

arket for agricultural commodities, enabling transparent price discovery and 

Dr. Yojana Jugale highlighted the need for policy 

reforms, infrastructure development, and the adoption of technology to create a robust and 

In the research paper reading session nearly 48 research papers read by the 

from Rani Parvatidevi Arts and 

Development of Agro-Processing 

highlighting the significance of agro-processing in 

harvest losses, increasing farmers' income, and creating employment 

processing is a critical link between 

agriculture and industry, contributing to the overall development of the rural economy. 

Inadequate cold storage, warehousing, and processing facilities were identified as major 

Limited access to credit and high capital requirements hinder the growth of agro-

The lack of technical knowledge and entrepreneurial skills among 

Weak market connections 

y of agro-processing ventures. 

Complex regulations and licensing processes create barriers for small and medium 

for stakeholders to promote agro-

by Dr. A. K. Patil and 

Development of Agricultural Labour Problems. Dr. Patil began by 

emphasizing the crucial role of agricultural laborers in India's farming sector. He highlighted 

that despite their significant contribution to food production and rural economies, agricultural 

laborers often face poor working conditions, low wages, and limited social security. 

wages, which are insufficient to meet their basic needs. 

The absence of healthcare, insurance, and pension schemes leaves laborers vulnerable to 

Dependence on seasonal work leads to income uncertainty and 

Many laborers migrate to other regions for work, where they face 

Women laborers often face wage discrimination and 

Dr. Patil discussed how agricultural 

transformation, including mechanization and technological advancements, has led to reduced 

r. While these changes improve productivity, they also exacerbate 

Dr. Patil summarized the 

discussions from the seminar, reiterating the importance of addressing issues such as pricing 



 

Inauguration 

policies, agro-processing, rural infrastructure, and sustainabl

agricultural transformation and rural development.

call for holistic and inclusive approaches to address the challenges faced by agricultural 

labourers and the need for policy reforms, soci

community empowerment to improve the livelihoods of agricultural labo

their participation in India's agricultural transformation. 

Finally two day national seminar is over the vote of thanks o

Dr. Amol Kamble.     

Outcomes of the seminar
1. Participants were got the knowledge of 

2. Participants were got knowledge about food security and its related issues

3. Participants realize connection

4. Participants aware about possibilities in agriculture sector.
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Photo Gallery 

Inauguration Ceremony of the Seminar  

processing, rural infrastructure, and sustainable development to achieve 

agricultural transformation and rural development. The valedictory function concluded with a 

call for holistic and inclusive approaches to address the challenges faced by agricultural 

the need for policy reforms, social security measures, skill development, and 

community empowerment to improve the livelihoods of agricultural labo

their participation in India's agricultural transformation.   

two day national seminar is over the vote of thanks of convener of the seminar 

of the seminar: 
1. Participants were got the knowledge of agriculture transformation

were got knowledge about food security and its related issues

Participants realize connection between agriculture and rural development.

aware about possibilities in agriculture sector. 

                                                                                               Beneficiaries

                  

of the Seminar   

e development to achieve 

The valedictory function concluded with a 

call for holistic and inclusive approaches to address the challenges faced by agricultural 

al security measures, skill development, and 

community empowerment to improve the livelihoods of agricultural labourers and ensure 

f convener of the seminar 

agriculture transformation.  

were got knowledge about food security and its related issues. 

between agriculture and rural development. 

  

Beneficiaries: 
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Prof. Dr. B. S. Akash from Belgavi guided to participants in Technical 
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Keynote address given by Prof. Dr. V. B. Jugale 

Prof. Dr. B. S. Akash from Belgavi guided to participants in Technical 

Keynote address given by Prof. Dr. V. B. Jugale  

Prof. Dr. B. S. Akash from Belgavi guided to participants in Technical Session I 
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Participants of the seminar 

Prof. Dr. A. K. Patil from Karad put on his remark about seminar in 
Valedictory Session 

 

 

Prof. Dr. A. K. Patil from Karad put on his remark about seminar in 

  




















